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The current juvenile and detention centers were established partially based on a common sense approach that youth are supposed to be protected and understood. The juvenile system is distinct from the adult criminal system in that it shows this perspective and has its special processes and terms. In addition, unlike the adult system, the juvenile system focuses on rehabilitation objectives and the best interest of the youth. Currently, however, our juvenile and detention centers are filled with troubled youth or adults that were once troubled youth. As a result, more government programs should be introduced to influence the youth at an early age to make them an asset to society instead of a liability.
Annotated Bibliography
[Book]
Dowd, N. E. (Ed.). (2012). Justice for kids: Keeping kids out of the juvenile justice system. NYU Press.
This book focuses on the importance of providing justice for kids through minimizing juvenile crimes and fostering child development programs grounded in evidence-based, effective interventions as well as systematic restructuring. Nancy Dowd believes in the importance of helping children meet their needs, providing them with the opportunities for growing and helping their family and communities. The author proposes a complete change in the system. The scholars in this book emphasize on negative aspects of the current juvenile system and how it does little in supporting the development of children towards becoming healthy adults.
In the book, the author discusses the harmful aspect of the juvenile justice system towards children of color, in the same sense that adult criminal system tends to seem disproportionately weight on racial minorities. The author asserts that children who end up in the juvenile system disproportionately are those who are not taken care of by various social systems like child welfare, education, and mental health system during their early stages. The objective of the author is to come up with important ways of introducing a far less populated justice system for the kids, one that actually does the job of assisting children in staying out of juvenile systems and not one that harms them. For this research, this study is resourceful because it offers insight into some of the negative aspects of the current juvenile system and the importance of introducing programs that aim at limiting the amount of youth criminal offenders in the juvenile system.
[Journal Article]
Petrosino, A., Turpin‐Petrosino, C., Hollis‐Peel, M. E., & Lavenberg, J. G. (2013). 'Scared Straight'and other juvenile awareness programs for preventing juvenile delinquency. Cochrane database of systematic reviews, (4).
This study focuses on ‘scared straight' and various juvenile programs that aim at preventing juvenile delinquency. These programs aim to prevent youths from engaging future crimes by introducing firsthand observations made about prison life and the interactions made amongst adult inmates. The reviewed study involves observations made among various teenagers, especially male teenagers. The researchers conducted the studies in various parts of American and involved different youths from different races with the average age ranging from fifteen to seventeen years. 
According to the study, programs provided for purposes of keeping juveniles out of the system do not only fail to prevent criminal offenses but at the same time lead to additional behaviors that are offending. The odds of offending are increased through interventions between 1.6 to 1 and 1.7 to 1. As a result, the authors believe that the officials that promote such programs like the juvenile system should come up with rigorous evaluation strategies that help in ensuring that they do not cause more harm to the society they pledge to safeguard. This journal is important for my research because it proposes strategies that could help in promoting other programs for purposes of preventing criminal offenses. Moreover, the study also focuses on programs like Scared Straight that juvenile delinquents facilitate and children who are at risks of becoming delinquent.
[Organization Website]
Brown, K. (2012, Dec 12 ). Positive Youth Development The Key to Keeping Youth Out of the Juvenile Justice System. Retrieved 8 22, 2018., from Americanbar.org: https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/child_law/pyd.authcheckdam.pdf
The document from this website is about the positive changes necessary for youth development. The objective of Karen Brown is to provide strategies that help in keeping the adolescent youth out of juvenile.  In the paper, Brown provides several interviews with various leaders based on the health of youths. In the interviews, the author provides several suggestions that could lead to a positive strategy that help place youth in the paths of becoming crime-free citizens. According to the author, most juvenile systems find it hard to focus beyond the crimes which children commit. The author emphasizes on the fact that it is critical to look at the path that leads to delinquency such as lack of educational resources, and health services and even the age of parents when the child is born.
In interviewing various leaders, the author discovered that the best way of preventing juvenile delinquency at an early age is to provide support for youths through their families. It is critical for the community to invest in programs that provide support for families and support youths in their developing stages. This article is important for my research because it focuses on some of the important aspects and programs which could help in preventing young offenders from entering the justice system which does not offer adequate support for the development of the youth.
Wallace, J. (2016, February 24). An Insider’s Proposal for Change in the Juvenile Justice System. Retrieved August 22, 2018, from Juvenile Justice Information Exchange: https://jjie.org/2016/02/24/an-insiders-proposal-for-change-in-the-juvenile-justice-system/
 [Blog] 

This blog post by Jeff Wallace talks about why it is important to change the juvenile justice system. The author provides information based on the personal experiences with the juvenile justice programs and prisons. The author believes that there are several drawbacks to the juvenile system. As a practical approach, Wallace proposes that there should be an evidence-based approach that aims at shaping the future of juvenile justice operation. Moreover, the author observes that it would be important for policies on the way juvenile justice treats juvenile offenders to be reexamined and the policies should be consistent across America. The author brings forward several proposals that could effectively change the juvenile justice system to a more program-oriented system.   
According to the author's view, kids do not just act without underlying causes; as a result, the government should come up with an intervention that creates treatment programs that are important for youths and can aid the wellbeing of the youth in preventing juvenile delinquency. The author continues to propose important interventions that would prove useful when applied to the juvenile justice. Moreover, Wallace believes that juveniles need a method through which they can reconnect with the community and complete their schools. The proposal for this blog will prove useful to my study since it provides perspective from a personal view of the author on the important changes that should be implemented to the justice system with the objective of promoting a program where youth the society sees the youth assets instead of a liability.  
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